Dear Glowing Nose Podcast listeners,

Thank you for looking at the list of facts gleaned from various books in order to for us to make our podcast. I hope you will find them helpful in discovering the real history and beliefs of the Mormon church. I did not finish reading the last book in this list because of time constraints. However, there seems to be plenty more in that book so feel free to check it out.

Some of these notes have page numbers listed next to them. 

Under the Banner of Heaven By Jon Krakauer (2004)

 (page numbers are based off of the paperback):

1) The book of Mormon speaks of horses, wheeled carts and steel being in America before they were ever in America (pg 70)

2) DNA analysis shows that the Native Americans are not descended from a Hebraic race as Joseph insisted (chapter 6 pg 70)

3) Joseph Smith and his parents were involved in divination using seer stones and divining rods which are forbidden in the Old Testament as witchcraft. (Leviticus 19:26 and Deuteronomy 18:10). Note: I do believe that witchcraft has a power behind it. However, I believe that Satan uses his demons to lead people astray using witchcraft. If Joseph Smith saw anything at all, it was collected by means that Satan uses. However, as noted later, he stole his story of seeing God from the Masons. 
4) Joseph Smith declared in 1830 that “no one shall be appointed to receive commandments and revelations in this church excepting my servant Joseph Smith Jr” Pg 79. Joseph saw himself losing power and control over the prophecies and tried to rein it in by making this statement. If you are a firm believer of Joseph Smith, all of the “prophets” after him are not to be listened to. You won’t hear that one preached! 

5) Fundamentalists believe that God and Adam are one and that the white race is ordained as supreme (pg 85) – Adam walked in the garden of Eden with God. Adam also sinned which God cannot do. Nowhere in the Bible does it refer to Adam as in any way being a good man but indeed the very one that cursed the rest of mankind forever by giving in to sin. This is a way for the church to again gain power by claiming to one day be gods. We can never become our own gods. Why would we worship God in heaven like in Revelation and have every knee bow and tongue confess that Jesus is Lord if we are supposed to become gods ourselves? 

6) Joseph Smith once said “I will be to this generation a second Mohammed, whose motto in treating for peace was “the Alcoran or the sword”. So shall it eventually be with us”- Joseph Smith or the Sword (pg 102). He used fear to bring people to him, not to God.

7) Joseph Smith publicly denounced polygamy in 1842 after HIS PERSONAL printing press published “The Peace Maker” even though Joe had already been a polygamist since 1833 and continued to be after that. (pg 118). This is further proof that he was willing to lie to the public to protect his own self-interests. If he were a true prophet, he would not have cause to lie. But lie he did.
8) The women Joseph married largely were repulsed at the idea of marrying him. His own wife even hated the idea of polygamy and consistently fought the principal even though Joseph continued to practice (pg 121-122).

9) Joseph was known to visit prostitutes for services (pg 123-124).

10) Smith essentially threatens Emma (his first wife) to take her life if she does not give into the idea of taking multiple wives, but women cannot take multiple husbands (pg 126).

11) Women cannot marry more than once (pg 127).

12) Joe hit on a church member’s wife and had the husband excommunicated for it (pg 128).

13) Joseph fled from Navoo when they were being surrounded and his wife sent a letter to him saying “you always said if the church would stick with you, you would stick with the church; now trouble comes and you are the first to run” (pg 132). He was running because he destroyed and burned down a printing press that printed something in objection to his teachings. He was not punished because he controlled the courts and was about to face justice. 

14) You need to read about Joseph’s death starting on page 133.

15) Mormons think that it is okay to “lie for the Lord” about polygamy. Brigham Young said they had the best liars in the world (pg 203). When in Biblical history is it EVER okay to lie? 

16)  In 1855 Brigham Young stated “if any of you will deny the plurality of wives, and continue to do so, I promise that you will be damned” (pg 205).

17) Polygamy was only stopped after the Federal government of the USA threatened to seize all Mormon property. Even then it did not stop NOR was the “revelation” that supposedly ended it an actual revelation but instead it was surrender due to this crippling pressure from the government. Hence many of the church leaders continued to practice polygamy for much longer. Even in the main stream church after the decree was set forth (pg 254). You can actually read this proclamation for yourself in this chapter!

18) The 3rd Mormon prophet, Taylor, claimed that God said “all commandments that I give must be obeyed by those calling themselves by my name unless they are revoked by me or my authority…I have not revoked this law nor will I for it is everlasting” (pg 256). This is in reference to polygamy again. Which was…REVOKED! By the very next prophet. 

19) Mormons believe that Jesus will come back to Missouri first when he reappears rather than to all of the world at once like scriptures teach. 

20) We are not supposed to be married after death (Matthew 22:29). However, Mormons maintain that they continue to be married after death if they are married in the temple. 

MORMONISM UNMASKED by R. Philip Roberts

1) “In a handwritten account that Smith wrote in 1831-32, he said he was fifteen when “the Lord” appeared to him. Not only is his age different, but he described only one being, as opposed to the “two personages” he had previously accounted for, in the vision. (pg 30) – Joseph could not keep his story straight about the encounter with God. 

2) “The earliest LDS publication to print a “full history” of the rise of Mormonism the Messenger and Advocate failed to mention Smith’s vision in 1820, stating instead with the angel appearing in Smith’s bedroom in 1823 (pg 30) –This is in contrast to him saying he was visited in the woods.

3) Joseph made an attempt in 1828 to join the Methodist church (eight years after being told that the church was apostate). (pg 32)

4) Smith made “corrections” to the Bible. He claimed that there needed to be a new translation. While Smith’s translation was never printed in whole, some Mormon Bibles have portions of this printed in the back of their bible. (pg 34) NOTE: The majority of Mormons still use the King James version and not Smith’s.
5) Joseph claimed that a temple would be constructed in his generation in Independence Missouri. To this day there is still no temple there. (pg 34)

6) (pg 36) “One of the new sections added to the 1835 edition of Doctrine and Covenants was on marriage. It read in part: ‘Inasmuch as this church of Christ has been reproached with the crime of fornication, and polygamy: we declare that we believe, that one man should have one wife; and one woman, but one husband, except in case of death, when either is at liberty to marry again’”. He had already been practicing polygamy himself for several years before this declaration!

7) 1938 letter from Oliver Cowdery (a witness to the Book of Mormon writing) wrote “When he [Joseph Smith] was there we had some conversation in which in every instance I did not fail to affirm that what I had said was strictly true. A dirty, nasty, filthy affair of his and Fanny Alger’s was talked over…” (pg 36). Fanny Alger is said to be one of Joseph’s first plural marriages. 

8) Speaking of the scrolls purchased in 1835, J. Smith claimed that the scrolls were writings of Joseph and Abraham. “This work was eventually published as a part of the Mormon scriptures, Pearl of Great Price. The heading of the book reads:    ‘THE BOOK OF ABRAHAM, Translated From The Papyrus, By Joseph Smith…the writings of Abraham while he was in Egypt, called the Book of Abraham, written by his own hand, upon papyrus.’ Included with the translation were three drawings from the papyri, together with Smith’s explanation of the drawings. However, Smith did not foresee the development of Egyptology. Today, Egyptologists have shown that the papyri Smith supposedly translated date to about the time of Christ and are standard Egyptian funeral documents, depicting various Egyptian gods and goddesses. Obviously, these papyri do not relate to the Abraham of the Old Testament, as Joseph Smith claimed”. (37) This is proof that Joseph Smith’s claimed are a hoax because Pearl of Great Price has been clearly shown to not be what he said it was.
9) With the Kirtland church going into great debt, Smith and others falsely set up a bank and gave notes out as money that they could not repay. The bank folded and that is part of the reason Smith fled Kirtland. About 15% of the Mormons left the church because of this. They were told that God would protect their money. (pg 38)

10) Joseph took his temple ceremony from the Masons, including the handshakes and such. (pg 40) 

11) Joseph Smith said in one of his speeches “We have imagined and supposed that God was God from all eternity. I will refute that idea, and take away the veil, so that you may see…God himself, the Father of us all, dwelt on an earth, the same as Jesus Christ Himself did; and I will show it from the Bible”. This is against the teachings of the Bible particularly John chapter 1 where it talks of God being from the beginning. (pg 42)

THIS IS IN DIRECT CONTRAST TO: Isaiah 43:10 where it says “Before me no God was formed nor will there be one after me”. AND “I am the First, and I am the Last; Besides Me there is no God”. (Isaiah 44:6)
12)  “In 1843 Smith wrote, ‘John 14:23 – The appearing of the Father and the Son, in that verse, is a personal appearance, and the idea that the Father and the Son, in that verse, is a personal appearance; and the idea that the Father and the Son dwell in a man’s heart is an old sectarian notion, and is false.’ This, however, contradicts such verses as Romans 8:9-11 “His Spirit who dwells in you”; 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 “you are the temple of God and that the Sprit of God dwells in you”.  

(2 Corinthians 13:5) “Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?- Unless indeed you are disqualified” (pg 49)
13)  Pg 52- There is a section about how Mormons believe there is a heavenly mother (even though they believe we are not to pray to her). There is no evidence in the Bible to support the idea that God has a wife or that there is a woman God. God’s people are always described as his bride.

14)  Pg 55- Mormons believe that when we are worthy enough, we take God’s place and God gets bumped up and notch. And the God that was before him gets bumped up a notch. This is not scriptural. The Bible says that God is unchanging and eternal.

15) The belief in multiple Gods and the Father, Son and Holy Spirit being separate Gods came much later. “The three witnesses to the Book of Mormon conclude their testimony with the words, ‘and the honor be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, which is one God’. The Book of Mormon also teaches that God is a Spirit (Alma 18:26-28; 22:8-11 and can dwell in our hearts (Alma 34:36). As the years passed, Joseph Smith started making a greater distinction between the Father and the Son, eventually asserting that they were separate deities”(pg 57).

16)  Mormons claim that in 1820 Jesus and God the Father came to Joseph. However, it wasn’t until 1842 that any accounts like this surfaced. For 22 years he taught that only Jesus came to him. The earliest account was a handwritten story written by Joseph himself stating that only Jesus came to him. (pg 57-58)

17)  Mormons believe that different levels of heaven can be attained depending on how good you are on earth. Matthew 20 states however that all of the workers receive the same reward for their work no matter when they begin their work. 

Below comes from “The God Makers” by Ed Decker and Dave Hunt

Note: Multiple editions have come out. This particular version was printed in 1997 in Paperback.

Note #2: It is important to note that Masons do not have a firm belief in God and only spirituality. This will come into play later.

1) Mormons believe that people with darker skin are cursed and the white man is blessed because of a struggle that happened before they were born. They believe in preexistence and that the white people bravely fought on God’s side. This is interesting since Jesus wasn’t white. (pg 30)

2) Speaking of black people and their attempt to become priests Brigham Young stated “that the curse will remain upon them, and they never can hold the Priesthood or share in it until all the other descendants of Adam have received the promises and enjoyed the blessings of the Priesthood and the keys thereof”. (pg 31)

3) Mormonism and Masonic beliefs are very similar and it is thought that Joseph Smith stole the ideas of Masonic believers. Their temple worship is much the same “with their secret names, aprons, penalties, blood oaths, grips and tokens, as well as the many Masonic markings inside and outside Mormon Temples: the square, the compass, the beehive, the astrological symbols, the all-seeing eye of occultism, and the upside-down five pointed star, symbol of Satanism. Though it was unsettling to be reminded again that absolutely nothing had been said about secret Temple rituals by Joseph Smith in the new Church’s 12 – year history until immediately after he had been initiated into Masonry.” (pg 129)

4) Joseph had a Jupiter talisman on him when he died. This is an occult item that his mother once identified as his “Masonic jewel”. (pg 130) 

5) “The parallels [to the legend of Enoch] of Joseph Smith and the history of Mormonism are so unmistakable that to explain them only as coincidence would be ridiculous”. In the legend, Enoch was 25 years old “when he received his calls and vision” as was Joseph Smith “when he brought forth his sacred record”. Enoch’s vision was of a hill containing a vault prepared for “sacred treasures” on which he saw the letter M; while Joseph Smith was led by an “angel” whose name began with M to a similar his containing an underground vault (like Enoch’s) filled with “sacred treasures”. Part of the treasures revealed to Enoch were gold and brass plates engraved with Egyptian hieroglyphics giving the history of the world and ancient mysteries of God” (pg 131) 

6) Joseph often referred to himself as Enoch in his revelations. (pg 132)

By reading the books listed above you will clearly learn of the people the Joseph Smith and Brigham Young killed off to make them look better. You will also learn of their shady pasts and ways they conducted business. It is my firmest belief that these characters in Mormon history made up the entire religion and were no less than deceivers. 

I believe firmly that if these men actually saw any kind of revelation that it was indeed of Satan, who comes as a deceiving angel of light. We do not believe in a God of feelings alone. We believe in a God of facts, historical evidence, and scriptural truths. These truths do not match up with Mormon doctrine. Just as Paul had to cut away from his Pharisee ties, you need to cut away from the added doctrines of the Mormons and grab a hold of the God of the Bible alone. I believe Mormonism is no less than a cult that has spun God’s word to make it say whatever its leaders want it to say.

It is my firmest belief that the Mormon church is willing to “lie for the Lord”. I certainly encourage you to speak things over with your leadership. I must point out though that a very popular technique in Mormon evangelism is to say “let’s use a different word to describe that”. In doing so, they minimize the damage that their own founders have done. However, their doctrines and founders speak for themselves. They changed their rules to fit their own personal desires and have used the gospel to pervert the picture of who God is. 

Do not let them play word games. examine the cold hard facts. Mormoism is based on the desires of man and the advancement of a culture. It is not the lifting up of an all powerful, eternal, all knowing, jealous God who once destroyed Nadab and Abihu (Leviticus 10) for not worshiping Him in the way He desired. It is, in fact, a very dangerous thing to worship God in any other way than He prescribes. 

